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Homes &
Communities Day 5
Agency Public Presentation

NB: these nofes have been updated following feedback from affendees.

Purpose: This note provides a summery of the discussion from the public presentation on
Day 5 of the Chalgrave Airfield Enquiry by Design event held on 23 January 2017, This note
should be read in conjunction with the associated final presentation.

The presentation was given by members of the HCA project team to provide an overview
of the process and analysis of the emerging masterplan for the proposals at Chalgrave
Airfield. A summary of the Q&A's following the presentafion s provided below.

The Mostermplan —roule of the B480

Queslions were raised about the proposal on the masterplan to re-route the B480 through
a proposed development.

G The proposed masterplan shows a re-routed B480 through the development site. What
is the reasoning for pulting a main road through the new development rather than
leaving the B480 where itis?

A:There is still an oplion to keep the B480 where it k or downgrade the road and there are
a number of issues that should be considered during the technical testing of the
masterplan following the Enguiry by Design event. The provision of the B480 through the
development would provide benefitsin terms of dealing with the ssue of drainage and
flooding. It would also benefit the new development in ferms of place-making as it would
provide passing frade for the proposed facilifies, for example, it would help to justify the
pravision of a supermorkel.

G: Do not understand logic of putting cars through the centre of a settlement when the
infrastructure strategy is looking at building roads around other villages.

A: Many of the Cxfardshire villages include roads through their centres, which were not
built to deal with the curent levels of fraffic. The proporfions of the wrban fabiic in these
places have not been designed to deal with fraffic. As this would be a new place, there is
an op portunity to design the road so that it does not create pinch points and allows for a
smooth low of fraffic to provide a movement route through the cenfre of a place. This is
something that has been done in Sherford, Plymouth and Beeston Park, north of Norwich.

The Masterslan

Q: the maosterplan does not account for the two proposals that have been submitted on
the Neighbourhood Plan siles.

A: The masterplan presented shows a concepl! baseling for the Aifield site and will be
tested with technical input following the Enguiry by Design event. If the planning
applicafions on the Neighbourhood Plan sites are approved, the masterplan would need
to take this intfo coccount.
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Floading

Concerns were raised about the impact of the proposals on flooding in Chalgrove village,
which touched on the following points.

G There are a number of looding solutions aready in the village but they are not being
fully implemented and managed.

G Will there be compersation for any flooding caused by the proposed development?
Q: What's your guarantee that there won't be flooding?

A: Although a proposed drainage solufion has been developed through the Enquiry by
Design process, further testing will be needed as the proposak develop. We recognise
that looding & a problem in the vilage and have been warking closely with drainage
experts lo develop ways to alleviate the issue. We recognise that flood protection is
important. Inline with national planning policy and guidance, the site is required to
provide sustainable drainage systems that intercept o manage surface water to meet
greenfield runoff rates. This would be modelled and analysed through the planning
application process to ensure that the assumplions and proposed solufions are
achievable. The has ako made a commitment to weork with the Environment Agency to
tackle the flooding sues upstream of Chalgrove.

G Concems raised during the EbD have not been taken on board.

Al We have beenworking closely with drainage experts to develop ways o alleviate the
issue and will confinue fo test our ossumpfions further.

Transport and infrastructure

Queslions around the infrastructure that is required for a site of this size, the impacts of this
infrastructure and the cost/delivery of infrastructure were the main points of discussion.

Q: This proposal means that villages around the site will suffer and it i only helping to solve
a prablem that has been bought about by Cxford City. A significant armount of public
money is needed to invest in infrastructure. Where i the money going back into
government?

A:The HCA has a remif fo deliver new homes and communifies and fo ensure thot
infrastructure can be provided to unlock development. As a government body, the HCA
does not need to take a profit from the development of Chalgrove Airfield but the
proposals do need to be viable. This consideration forms part of the testing of the
proposals as we mave forward to a planning application.
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G the HCA s frying to make this site work but it resulls in issues in ofther villages around the
Distict. Al what point does this end and the project go away?

A:The HCA has a remit to promole this site for development. This would need to go
thraugh the planning process as part of South Oxfordshire District Council’s Local Plan and
thraugh a planning application. Once the planning process s complete, if unsuccessful,
fhe HC A would review the posifion.

G There i a workforce crisks within healthcare and teaching with a lack of GPs and
teachers — how do we deal with it$

A:This i a national ksue facing many local authorifies and attracting younger GPs and
teachers into different areas & needed to help tacke this ksue. As part of this, providing
housing and facilifies thal encowage peoaple to live and work in a certain area i
impartant. A new development at Chaolgrove Aifield would provide housing in an area
where there is anidenfified need.

Q: What happenrs if the national roads and infrastructure are built away from Chalgrove
such as the Cuford-Cambridge Expressway?

A: The site and proposal will need to go through the process for planning before anything
is cansfructed. The government has recently announced that they are investigating the
provision of a major piece of infrastructure to connect Oxford and Cambridge. At this
stage, there are potential routes to the north or south of Oxford, however, this type of
infrastructure will take a considerable amount of fime to plan and build and would go
beyond the plan period for South Cxfordshire District Council. Therefore, whilst we must be
mindful of the potential for a new strategic road, there are too many uncertainties forit to
be factored in for these proposals at this stage.

Q@ How misch would the proposed new runmeay costs
A: This is being looked at and is the subject of ongoing discussions.

Planning process

Quesfions around the planning process and decision-making were raised during the
discussion.

Q: How ond when are the decisions made and expected on the development of the
Airfields

A: Public sector land has beenidentified by govemment o provide much-needed new
and affordable homes and investment. The site is idenfiflied as a Prefered Oplion by South
Cxfordshire District Council and it & reguired to go through the planning process before it
is constructed. The Enguiry by Design masterplan now needs to be tested as the HCA
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AQEHCY technical informafion for a planning application, which would also need

to be aligned with South Oxfordshire District Council's Local Plan process.
We would expect there to be a planning application submitted laler this year, with a
deciionin 2018.

Impoict on Wallinglon

G Will the proposed development take trade away from Watlington?

A:There are a number of developments underway in the region and there will be more
people iving in the area once the scheme is buill. Itis unlikely thal exsting residents would
change local shopping pattems as aresult of the development and there are other
external factors that could have aninfluence. Al this stage., it is envisaged that the impact
an frade in Watlington would be minimal.

Comment: arepresentative of lcknield Community Colege commented that there are far
rmore unknowns than knowns in this situafion. They asked for fransparency and confidence
on theissues as uncertainty could lead to insecurity and a shortage of staff. lcknield i on
an upword frend but dissemination of accurate informatfion i needed.



